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After each legislative session Montana Farm Bureau issues our Legislative Report Card to provide our members 
with a comprehensive look at the voting record of Montana Legislators based on the bills on which we took a 
position. We are proud to provide the following Report Card for the 69th Montana Legislative Session. 

For this version of the report we have included most of the bills supported or opposed by MFBF that saw a floor 
vote. We believe that reduces the level of subjectivity. It’s important to note that an individual voting record does 
not tell the entire story of a legislator’s support for Montana agriculture. For instance, you will notice that report card 
grades were lower than in prior sessions. One reason is that Montana Farm Bureau had many important support-
ers on tax legislation who didn’t vote our way on water-related bills and alternatively, we had legislators supporting 
Farm Bureau policy on water-related legislation who did not vote with us on tax issue. That does not discount their 
support to agriculture.   

Agriculture is Montana’s largest industry and there are many issues addressed during the session that have a profound effect on our 
farmers and ranchers. We need to thank our 150 citizen legislators for their service to the state of Montana. Whether we agree or disagree 
on an issue, they spend a great deal of time away from their homes and jobs in order to represent the interests of their constituents. 

I want to extend my respect and gratitude to our Montana Farm Bureau Legislative Team, Nicole Rolf, Karli Johnson and Sage Zook. 
Nicole and Karli are well-respected lobbyists in Helena where they represent our organization and the agricultural industry with dignity and 
professionalism. Sage’s role behind the scenes was instrumental in the organization of our efforts and she should be proud of her 
contribution. I would also like to acknowledge the great work from all of our staff for their expert organization of our legislative visits and 
events, for providing our members with resources that keep them up to date with our efforts in Helena and for activating our Montana 
grassroots in support of our legislative efforts. 

Lastly, I would like to thank you, the Farm Bureau members and our volunteer leaders, for your support and involvement in the entire policy 
development and legislative process. Your participation allows us to continue to represent you in Helena and your testimony on legislation 
and contacts with your legislators make a real and positive difference for agriculture and rural Montana.  Thank you!

Executive Vice President’s Message



Legislative Report Card Scoring Methodology
Each bill included in the report card is weighted by a factor of 5, 10, or 15 based on its importance to Montana’s agricultural industry and 
relevance to MFBF policy.

Floor Votes:
Scores for floor votes are assigned a value of 1-4 based on the percentage of legislators who voted in favor of the MFBF position. If more 
than 90% of legislators vote “yes” on a bill that MFBF supports, it is awarded 1 point. If 75% or more of the vote is in favor of our position 
the bill is awarded 2 points, for votes of 50% or more 3 points are awarded and for votes where 50% or fewer legislators voted in our 
favor 4 points are given. Zero points are given for votes against the MFBF position. This is based on the last vote that the bill received on 
the floor. 
	 Example:
	 MFBF supported SB/HB XXX and its weighted score was 10 points. More than 75% of legislators supported our position and 
	 voted ‘yes’ which resulted in 2 points being awarded for this vote. Based on the assigned score and the additional weighted 		
	 amount, this vote is worth 12 pts. Senators who vote our position on this bill receive 12 pts while senators who opposed MFBF 	
	 receive zero points.

Sponsorship Points:
Legislators sponsoring bills MFBF supports will receive additional points commensurate with the weighted factor of the bill (5, 10, or 15). 
Legislators sponsoring bills MFBF opposes will lose the number of points commensurate with the weighted factor of the bill (5, 10, or 15). 

*Note* When a legislator is absent or excused that vote is not taken out of their overall total.



Representative Ken Walsh (R) HD 69, Twin Bridges
Representative Walsh voted with Farm Bureau nearly 100% of the time and carried multiple bills that Farm Bureau supported. Rep. 
Walsh hails from an agriculture heavy district and comes from an agriculture background, giving him excellent knowledge of issues im-
portant to farmers and ranchers. Even while serving in the House Appropriations Committee, a committee that requires distinct attention 
to the state budget, he carried several big pieces of legislation important to senior water right holders, and was always willing to help 
out on agriculture policy issues. While we missed him on the Natural Resources and Agriculture Committees he served on last year, his 
extensive finance and agriculture knowledge served him and our industry well in the Appropriations world. 

Outstanding Friend of Farm Bureau Award Winner

Agriculture’s Legislative Award Winners
Being a legislator is a true service to constituents. There are a tremendous number of demands put upon elected officials during the session, 
as well as during the interim. Hundreds of different interests are constantly asking for support or opposition on what must seem like an endless
number of bills. Farm Bureau does our best to help legislators prioritize agriculture in their deliberations. We appreciate the efforts of the 
legislators who worked to pass positive legislation and went out of their way to help kill bad bills. 

This award is given to the Senator or Representative who had one of the highest scores overall on MFBF’s legislative scorecard; this legislator 
demonstrated their support of Montana agriculture through their voting record, bill sponsorship and leadership within various committees.

Distinguished Service Golden Plow Award Winner
This award is given to a termed-out legislator who has exhibited exemplary service and dedication to agriculture in their tenure as a legislator.

Senator Bruce “Butch” Gillespie (R) SD 9, Ethridge 
Senator Gillespie completed his second term as a state senator this session. As a rancher and Farm Bureau member himself, it is not 
surprising that he exemplified the agriculture spirit throughout his legislative service. Senator Gillespie served as the Senate Agriculture, 
Livestock, and Irrigation Committee Chairman, striving successfully to make it a welcoming, educational, and collaborative committee 
for not just members, but also any lobbyist or member of the public who set foot in the room. MFBF appreciates his commitment to 
improving the farm and ranch world on a wide variety of important issues, ranging from grizzly bear management to promoting Montana 
beef. We also appreciate his ability to politely discuss tough issues, his efforts to bring diverse interests together, and his willingness to 
do the right thing for the agriculture community.

Representative Eric Tilleman (R) HD 23, Great Falls
Representative Tilleman jumped right into his first session, carrying several agency bills, legislation that supports agriculture education, 
and even MFBF’s requested bill; HB 356 adding black bears to the Livestock Loss program. His background as a popular agriculture 
educator showed through with his enthusiasm, positivity, and hard work to successfully drive legislation across the finish line for the bet-
terment of Montana agriculture. MFBF appreciates his willingness to carry legislation so important to our members and looks forward to 
working with this talented and good-natured legislator throughout his future legislative career!

2025 Rookie of the Year Award Winner
This award is given to a freshman legislator who went above and beyond in learning the legislative process and doing their best to serve Montana agriculture.



Senate
Senator Josh Kassmier (R) SD 13, Fort Benton 
Senator Kassmier is one of the hardest working legislators in Helena, 
effectively carrying many important bills ranging from practical updates on 
livestock transportation laws to income tax reduction. MFBF appreciates 
his attention to important agriculture policy issues and his role in seeing 
important legislation across the finish line, while also playing an essential 
role in stopping legislation that would harm our industry.

House
Representative Jane Gillette (R) HD 77, Three Forks
Representative Gillette is dedicated to both her constituents and to fiscal 
responsibility. Serving on the House Appropriations Committee, she finds 
ways to balance important policy with appropriate spending. She is emerg-
ing as a leader in the water rights arena, staunchly defending the farmers 
in her area. MFBF appreciates her willingness to dive into controversial 
and complicated issues, consider the needs of farmers and ranchers, and 
make educated decisions.

Representative Russ Miner (R) HD 26, Stockett
 Representative Miner is a long-time Farm Bureau member and excellent 

advocate for agriculture. He is a member of perhaps the three most 
important committees to MFBF: Agriculture, Natural Resources, and 
Taxation, where he serves as a well-reasoned and thoughtful voice for 
farmers and ranchers. MFBF appreciates his engagement in important 
issues during the Legislature and Interim alike, as well as his willingness 
to interact with and take feedback from his fellow Farm Bureau members.

Golden Windmill Award Winners
These legislators scored in some of the highest percentages on our Report Card, sponsored 
priority legislation, served on important committees, secured critical votes and were active 
advocates for Montana agriculture. They deserve special applause and recognition.

Silver Windmill Award Winners

Senate

House
Rep. John Fitzpatrick 
(R) HD 76, Anaconda
Score: 84%

Rep. Melissa Nikolakakos
(R) HD 20, Great Falls
Score: 86%

Sen. Dave Fern
(D) SD 2, Whitefish
Score: 81%

Sen. John Fuller
(R) SD 4, Kalispell
Score: 81%

Sen. Gregg Hunter
(R) SD 15, Glasgow
Score: 81%

Sen. Emma Kerr-Carpenter
(D) SD 23, Billings
Score: 82%

Sen. Gayle Lammers
(R) SD 21, Hardin
Score: 83%

Sen. Dennis Lenz
(D) SD 25, Billings
Score: 82%

Sen. Wendy McKamey
(R) SD 12, Great Falls
Score: 80%

Sen. Laura Smith
(D) SD 40, Helena
Score: 82%

Sen. Russ Tempel
(R) SD 14, Chester
Score: 83%

Sen. Tony Tezak
(R) SD 35, Ennis
Score: 81%

Sen. Shelley Vance
(R) SD 34, Belgrade
Score: 81%

Thank you to these legislators who showed their support 
for Montana agriculture, often being vocal advocates for 
farmers/ranchers and rural Montana, taking tough votes, 
and supporting the MFBF position on important bills.



Montana Farm Bureau’s Priority Bill Summaries
Improving and Protecting Montana Agriculture Improving and Protecting Montana Agriculture 

HB 80: Provide cash lease-only bidding for ag leases. Support
Sponsored by Rep. Randyn Gregg (R) HD 78, White Sulphur Springs
This bill requires cash leasing in the competitive bidding process for 
state agriculture land leases, removing the complicated crop share 
process in existing law. This simplifies the process for the DNRC and 
Montana farmers, alike. It allows for continued crop-share leases on 
renewals if there are no competitive bids. This bill was broadly 
supported and signed into law. 

HB 119: Establish a Montana Cattle Committee. Support
Sponsored by Rep. Brandon Ler (R) HD 33, Savage
This bill was the result of nearly three years of negotiation and 
discussion by the Montana Cattle Committee, a loosely affiliated group 
of Montana ranchers from a wide range of agriculture organizations 
who came together to work out the particulars of how a Montana Beef 
Checkoff should be structured, how it would be appointed, and how it 
would promote Montana beef and cattle genetics in Montana and 
beyond. The legislation provided the legal process to establish a 
Montana Cattle Commodity Committee which would have been a 
promotional committee within the Department of Livestock. MFBF 
passed policy during our 2024 Annual Convention to support this 
effort and worked diligently to see this legislation though, even crafting 
amendments to satisfy concerns from the Governor’s office and 
other organizations. It is important to note that this legislation also set 
up a referendum process which would have required an opportunity for 
ranchers to vote in favor of the new assessment before its establish-
ment. Unfortunately, it drew a great deal of opposition from ranchers 
and organizations who believed it would not provide fair representation, 
a beneficial outcome, and who did not understand that a referendum 
would be required before implementation. It ultimately died in the 
Senate Agriculture Committee, in favor of an interim study to work 
through some unresolved questions.  

HJ 52: Interim study on the Montana cattle industry. Support
Sponsored by Rep. Eric Tilleman (R) HD 23, Great Falls 
After the demise of HB 119, MFBF requested a study resolution to 
explore the creation of a Montana Beef/Cattle Promotion Committee. 
This interim study will seek to answer some of the critical questions that 
came up during hearings on HB 119 and feedback that legislators had 
been receiving from their constituents. It passed the legislature and now 
awaits assignment to an interim committee. 

HB 130: Revise state wildland fire policy and funding. Support
Sponsored by Rep. Llew Jones (R) HD 18, Conrad 
This bill allows DNRC to respond to any fires within five miles of state 
land or critical infrastructure, providing more aggressive initial attack and 
more effective wildland fire control. It was signed into law. 

HB 197: Revising workers’ compensation laws relating to when the 
employee is released to return to work. Support
Sponsored by Rep. Anthony Nicastro (R) HD 50, Billings 
This bill streamlines the process for injured workers to return to work 
after an injury and removes burdensome requirements, making it easier 
for people to get back to work after a worker’s compensation claim. This 
pro-business legislation was signed into law.  

SB 80: Allow for digital copies of required documentation for 
transport of livestock. Support
Sponsored by Sen. Josh Kassmier (R) SD 13, Fort Benton 
This bill allows for digital copies of trip and market consignment permits 
for livestock as opposed to the former requirement for paper copies of 
these documents, providing for the modernization of an essential 
process protecting animal health in this state, as well as more 
efficiencies for livestock haulers. The legislation was requested by 
the Department of Livestock and was signed into law.  



SB 320: Create Montana-Ireland trade commission. Support 
Sponsored by Sen. Mike Cuffe (R) SD 1, Eureka 
Trade is essential to Montana farmers and ranchers because it allows 
us better access to markets in which to sell our products, adding value 
at the farm gate. While new trade agreements on the federal level 
have ground to a halt on the federal level, Montana stepped up to the 
plate to foster new trade relationships with a county near and dear 
to many of our hearts. SB 320 creates an Ireland Trade Commission 
with a mission of expanding diplomatic relations with the country, and 
trade for all Montana industries including Montana agriculture. It was 
signed into law on St. Patrick’s Day. 

SB 415: Generally revise milk laws. Oppose
Sponsored by Sen. Greg Hertz (R) SD 7, Polson 
This bill would have changed the 12-day milk rule, under which 
Montana dairy producers and retailers operate today. Also known as 
the “Sell By Date,” milk must be labeled with an earlier date telling 
stores when milk must be sold, leaving more freshness on the shelves 
of consumers. This bill would have replaced the sell by date with a 
“Best by” date, allowing stores to hold milk toward the end of its 
freshness and reducing shelf life for consumers. It was tabled in the 
Senate Public Health Committee. A blast motion was attempted but it 
failed. We scored this bill based on how Senators voted on the bast 
motion.

Funding for critical programs Funding for critical programs 
HB 357: Provide funding for middle school career and technical 
education. Support
Sponsored by Rep. Eric Tilleman (R) HD 23, Great Falls 
HB 357 provides additional funding for middle school career and 
technical education. This created a grant to match federal funding 
making it more worthwhile for small schools to apply to fund programs 
such as FFA. It was signed into law.  
 
HB 860: Provide for veterinary training loan program. Support
Sponsored by Rep. Randyn Gregg (R) HD 78, White Sulphur Springs
This bill would have created a veterinary training loan program, based 
on a successful model used in Kansas. This funding would help 
improve access to rural veterinarians by providing grants and loans 
to students that choose to practice in underserved areas in the large 
animal field. The bill was vetoed due to its cost to the general fund. 

 SB 167: Provide funding for noxious weed trust. Support
Sponsored by Sen. Greg Hertz (R) SD 7, Polson 
SB 167 would have provided an additional $10 million in funding to 
the existing noxious weed trust fund, resulting in more grant funding to 
counties for use in noxious weed control. Even though it was included 
in the Governor’s original budget, it ended up being vetoed due to its 
impact on the general fund.
  

Wild life, Predators and Access Wild life, Predators and Access 
  
HB 354: Revise penalties for criminal trespass while fishing, 
trapping, hunting, or collecting antlers/sheds/horns. Support
Sponsored by Rep. Jill Cohenour (D) HD 83, Helena 
This bill allows hunting and fishing licenses to be revoked for up to two 
years for those convicted of criminal trespass while in the act of shed 
hunting, in addition to hunting and fishing. Current fines are often not a 
deterrent for trespassers, especially those that are engaging in lucra-
tive shed hunting so passage and subsequent signing of this bill is a 
big victory for private property rights and landowners seeking to protect 
their farms and ranches.  

HB 356: Allow livestock loss reimbursement for black bear 
predation. Support
Sponsored by Eric Tilleman (R) HD 23, Great Falls 
During their annual meeting last September, Cascade County Farm 
Bureau requested that MFBF pursue legislation adding black bear 
predation to the Livestock Loss Reduction and Mitigation Program, 
which is exactly what HB 356 does. This bill allows Livestock Loss 
Board reimbursement for black bear predation on covered livestock for 
which the owners have paid per capita. It was carefully crafted to not 
require additional funding from the general fund, while leaving plenty 
of money available to reimburse ranchers who have sustained losses 
from previously included predators: wolves, grizzly bears, and moun-
tain lions. This legislation was widely supported by agriculture and 
conservation organizations, saw little resistance through the process, 
and passed the legislature. MFBF followed up with a signature request 
letter and was pleased that the Governor signed the bill.



HB 504: Expand livestock loss eligibility to include domestic 
bison. Support 
Sponsored by Rep. Eric Tilleman (R) HD 23, Great Falls
Inspired by our bill to add a predator to the Livestock Loss Reduction 
and Mitigation Program, this bill allows domestic bison to be eligible 
for reimbursement by the Livestock Loss Board for confirmed predator 
losses. MFBF policy supports inclusion of all livestock that pay per 
capita into the program and this was signed into law.

HB 648: Require FWP notification before the release of large 
predators. Support
Sponsored by Rep. Brandon Ler (R) HD 33, Savage 
This bill requires FWP to notify local county commissioners and sher-
iffs before the release of large predators, creating a more transparent 
process for wildlife management. MFBF worked to get some amend-
ments in the House and were then happy to support this bill through 
the rest of the process. We have long sought this type of legislation so 
we were pleased to see if finally pass and be signed into law.
 
HB 767: Revise county predator control laws to include goats. 
Support
Sponsored by Rep. Julie Darling (R) HD 84, Helena
HB 767 allows goat producers to create county predator petitions like 
cattle and sheep producers can. The former law did not allow such 
an action for goats and as more ranchers have started raising the 
species, this bill was a simple update to allow optional predator 
assessments to control predators and protect livestock. It was 
signed into law. 

SB 441: Establishing the block management enforcement 
network. Support
Sponsored by Denly Loge (R) SD 45, St Regis 
This “sunshine” bill creates a process for landowners enrolled in Block 
Management to share information about bad actors across properties, 
giving landowners better information and control over who they allow 
on their property for hunting. It was signed into law.  

Water Water 
HB 676: Generally revise state land and water law. Oppose
Sponsored by Rep. Brandon Ler (R) HD 33, Savage
As originally introduced, this bill stripped the water court of its duties, 
making it nearly impossible for them to accomplish their task of final 
adjudication. It also set an arbitrary date for them to complete this 
work, then turned over the process to the District Court which would 
have jeopardized the adjudication process and violated the McCarren 
Amendment. It further required the sale of any state land with a water 
right to the lessee, forgoing the normal competitive bidding process 
that protects the state school trust. It also required that for the State to 
obtain a water right on their land, both the place of use and place of 
diversion must exist on state land. Even after significant amendments 
in the Senate, the legislation was deemed unconstitutional and vetoed 
by the Governor.
 
HB 704: Generally revise ground water laws. Oppose
Sponsored by Rep. Mike Vinton (R) HD 40, Billings 
The “worst” of the exempt well bills this session, HB 704 threw out 
nearly all protections for other water right holders by essentially 
making the only requirement to drill an exempt well to be the physical 
availability of water, regardless of legal availability. It would have 
prohibited the  DNRC from stopping further exempt wells until signif-
icant and expensive study was conducted. The bill died on second 
reading on the House floor.

HB 775: Repeal sunset on Water Court actions. Support
Sponsored by Rep. Ken Walsh (R) HD 69, Twin Bridges 
This bill simply repealed the sunset on Water Court actions. MFBF 
supported this bill as it ensures the water court will exist to finish 
adjudication and it was signed into law.
 
HB 886: Provide for water division court judges. Support
Sponsored by Rep. Ken Walsh (R) HD 69, Twin Bridges 
Taking the future of the Water Court a step further than HB 775, this 
Comprehensive Water Review bill created a process for the continu-
ation of the divisional water court post final adjudication to deal with 



future disputes and controversial matters in a timely and appropriate 
manner. Unfortunately, there are still some bumps to smooth out in this 
process and the bill ultimately died on the House floor after being blast-
ed out of committee. 

SB 186: Provide for expedited processing in district courts of water 
cases arising under final decree. Oppose
Sponsored by Sen. Barry Usher (R) SD 19, Billings 
SB 186 dissolved the water court post adjudication and created a 
process to expedite water cases in district court by allowing cases to be 
heard by authorized agents rather than judges. It failed second reading 
on the Senate floor.
 
SB 358: Revise exempt water rights laws. Oppose
Sponsored by Sen. Wylie Galt (R) SD 39, Martinsdale
This bill came out of the Comprehensive Water Review process and 
purported to be a “compromise” bill on a controversial subject. MFBF 
opposed the bill coming out of the Comprehensive Water Review but 
worked diligently to amend the legislation in ways that would have 
protected existing water right holders. As introduced, the bill curtailed 
the use of new exempt wells in small, overdeveloped areas but expand-
ed the exemption in the majority of the state. It was further amended to 
authorize DNRC to use aerial surveillance for enforcement and stripped 
protections for water quality, as well as removing one of the closure 
areas, disregarding the science behind the concept. MFBF’s proposed 
amendments that would have curtailed exempt well usage in areas 
approaching overdevelopment and protected the resource and our 
property rights were rejected. Ultimately, most of the amendments that 
were added made a bad bill even worse and it ended up going down in 
flames by a vote of 14-36 on the Senate floor.  

Taxes Taxes 
HB 155: Revise class four residential and commercial property 
taxes. Oppose 
Sponsored by Rep. Mark Thane (D) HD 89, Missoula
This bill endeavored to provide residential property tax relief. It lowered 
the tax rate on residential property and introduced a progressive proper-
ty tax system, creating a tax shift to agriculture, as well as other property 
types. After making it through the House, it died in the Senate before 
being partially rolled into SB 542.

HB 411: Exempt agricultural property from open space levies. 
Support 
Sponsored by Rep. Jane Gillette (R) HD 77, Three Forks 
This bill simply exempted agricultural property from open space levies 
and was signed into law.

SB 323: Revise individual income tax rates and earned income. 
Support
Sponsored by Sen. Josh Kassmier (R) SD 13, Fort Benton 
Considered to be the Governor’s Income Tax Reduction bill, it lowered 
income tax rates from 5.9% to 4.9% in tax year 2027, and reduced the 
capital gains tax from 4.1% to 3.9% in tax year 2026. It also expanded 
the Earned Income Tax from 10 to 15% of the federal credit. It was 
tabled in the Senate Taxation Committee. A blast motion was attempt-
ed but it failed. We scored this bill based on how Senators voted on the 
bast motion.

SB 542: Generally revise property tax laws. Oppose
Sponsored by Sen. Wylie Galt (R) SD 39, Martinsdale
Starting out as a proposal to freeze property values for two years, 
MFBF did not initially have a position on this bill. However, it was 
ultimately amended to incorporate concepts from HB 155 and HB 231 
and became the final vehicle for residential property tax relief. In it’s 
final version, the bill reduces the taxes on owner-occupied homes and 
some small businesses but raised the taxes on second homes, short-
term rentals, large commercial properties, and shifts the tax burden to 
other types of property in most locations. It also introduces the concept 
of progressivity to the property tax system, meaning the tax rate in-
creases with the value of the property. Furthermore, homes on agricul-
ture land are treated differently than those that are not and some will 
pay a higher tax rate. Even though the bill reduces the tax rate slightly 
on Class 3 property (agriculture land), our rate becomes relatively 
much higher than the former law compared to residential property. This 
massive change to the property tax system will most definitely provide 
relief to primary homes, but it does so by shifting the burden onto other 
types of property including agriculture land, which MFBF opposes. 
Our only major loss of the year, this bill passed and was signed by the 
Governor.
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Pts
Total 
Pts Score Final 

Grade
Our Position S S O S S S S S S S O S S O S S S S O S S O O S O

Possible Points 6 6 9 8 11 16 7 8 6 6 15 7 13 9 7 8 6 11 14 6 8 18 9 6 17 237

Senator

Beard, Becky 6 6 9 8 11 16 7 8 0 6 0 0 13 9 0 8 6 11 0 6 0 18 9 6 17 180 76% C

Bogner, Ken 0 6 0 8 11 16 0 8 6 6 0 7 13 0 0 0 6 11 0 6 0 18 0 6 17 145 61% D-

Boldman, Ellie 6 6 0 8 11 16 7 0 6 6 15 7 13 0 7 8 6 11 14 6 8 18 0 6 0 185 78% C+

Cuffe, Mike 6 Ab 0 8 11 16 7 8 6 6 0 7 13 0 7 8 6 11 14 6 0 0 9 6 0 5 160 69% D+

Curdy, Willis 6 6 9 0 11 16 7 8 6 6 15 7 13 0 7 8 6 11 14 6 0 0 9 6 0 177 75% C

Dunwell, Mary Ann 6 6 0 0 11 16 7 0 6 6 15 7 13 0 7 8 6 11 14 6 0 18 9 6 0 178 75% C

Ellis, Janet 6 6 9 0 11 16 7 0 6 6 15 7 13 0 7 8 6 11 14 6 0 18 9 6 0 187 79% C+

Ellsworth, Jason 6 6 9 8 11 16 7 8 6 6 0 7 13 9 7 8 6 11 14 6 8 18 9 6 0 205 86% B

Emrich, Daniel 0 6 0 8 0 16 0 8 6 6 0 0 0 9 0 0 6 0 0 6 0 18 0 6 17 112 47% F

Esp, John 6 0 0 8 11 16 0 8 0 6 0 7 0 9 7 0 6 11 0 6 0 18 9 6 17 151 64% D

Fern, Dave 6 6 9 8 11 16 7 8 6 6 15 7 13 0 7 8 6 11 14 6 8 0 9 6 0 193 81% B-

Flowers, Pat 6 6 9 0 11 16 7 8 Ex 6 15 Ex 13 0 7 8 6 Ex 14 6 0 0 9 6 0 153 72% C-

Fuller, John 6 6 0 8 11 16 7 8 6 6 0 7 13 9 7 8 6 11 0 6 0 18 9 6 17 191 81% B-

Galt, Wylie 6 6 0 8 11 16 7 8 6 6 0 7 13 9 7 8 6 11 0 6 0 0 0 6 0 -15 132 56% F

Gillespie, Butch 6 6 9 8 11 16 7 8 6 6 0 7 13 9 7 8 6 11 14 6 8 18 9 6 0 205 86% B

Glimm, Carl 6 6 0 8 11 16 0 8 6 6 0 7 0 9 7 0 6 11 0 6 0 18 0 6 17 154 65% D

Harvey, Derek 6 6 9 0 11 16 7 0 6 6 15 7 13 0 7 8 6 11 14 6 0 0 9 6 0 169 71% C-

Hayman, Denise 6 6 9 0 11 16 7 0 6 6 15 0 13 0 7 8 6 11 14 Ex 0 18 9 6 0 174 75% C

Hertz, Greg 6 6 0 8 Ex 16 7 8 6 6 0 7 13 9 7 0 6 11 0 6 0 18 0 6 17 5 168 74% C

Hunter, Gregg 6 6 9 8 11 16 7 8 6 6 0 7 13 9 7 8 6 11 0 6 8 18 9 6 0 191 81% B-

Kassmier, Josh 6 6 9 8 11 16 7 8 6 6 0 7 13 9 7 0 6 11 14 6 8 18 9 6 0 10 207 87% B+

Kerr-Carpenter, Emma 6 6 9 8 11 16 7 0 6 6 15 7 13 0 7 8 6 11 14 6 0 0 9 6 17 194 82% B-

Lammers, Gayle 6 6 9 8 11 16 7 8 6 6 0 7 13 0 7 8 6 11 14 6 8 18 9 6 0 196 83% B

Lenz, Dennis 6 6 9 8 11 16 7 8 6 6 15 7 0 9 7 0 6 11 0 6 0 18 9 6 17 194 82% B-

Loge, Denley 6 6 9 8 11 16 7 8 6 6 0 7 13 0 7 8 6 11 14 6 8 0 9 6 0 5 183 77% C+

Montana Senate Voting Score Card “Our Position” Key:  
S - Support
O - Oppose



Montana Senate Voting Score Card “Our Position” Key:  
S - Support
O - Oppose
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Our Position S S O S S S S S S S O S S O S S S S O S S O O S O

Possible Points 6 6 9 8 11 16 7 8 6 6 15 7 13 9 7 8 6 11 14 6 8 18 9 6 17 237

Senator

Mandeville, Forrest 6 6 0 8 11 16 0 8 6 6 0 7 0 9 0 0 6 0 0 6 8 18 0 6 17 144 61% D-

Manzella, Theresa 6 6 9 8 11 16 7 8 6 6 0 7 0 9 7 8 6 11 0 6 0 18 0 6 17 178 75% C

McGillvray, Tom 6 6 9 8 11 16 7 8 0 6 0 7 0 9 0 0 6 0 0 6 0 18 0 6 17 146 62% D-

McKamey, Wendy 6 6 9 8 11 16 7 8 6 6 0 7 13 9 7 8 6 11 14 6 8 18 0 0 0 190 80% B-

Morigeau, Jacinda 6 6 0 0 11 16 7 0 6 6 15 7 13 0 7 8 Ex 11 14 6 8 18 9 6 0 180 78% C+

Morigeau, Shane 6 6 9 Ex 11 16 7 8 0 0 15 7 13 0 7 8 6 11 14 6 8 0 0 6 0 164 72% C-

Neumann, Cora 6 6 9 0 11 16 7 0 6 0 15 7 13 0 7 8 6 11 14 6 8 0 9 6 0 171 72% C-

Noland, Mark 6 6 0 8 11 16 0 8 6 6 0 7 0 9 7 0 6 11 0 6 0 18 0 6 17 154 65% D

Novak, Susan 6 6 0 0 11 16 7 8 6 6 15 7 13 0 7 8 6 11 14 6 0 18 9 6 0 186 78% C+

Olsen, Andrea 6 6 9 0 11 16 7 0 6 6 15 0 13 0 7 8 Ex 0 14 6 0 18 9 6 0 163 71% C-

Phalen, Bob 0 6 0 8 0 16 7 8 6 6 0 7 13 9 7 0 6 11 0 6 0 18 0 6 17 157 66% D

Pope, Christopher 6 6 9 0 11 16 7 8 6 6 15 7 13 0 7 8 6 11 14 6 8 0 9 6 0 185 78% C+

Regier, Matt 6 Ex 0 8 11 16 7 8 6 6 0 7 13 9 0 8 6 0 0 6 0 18 9 6 17 167 72% C-

Ricci, Vince 6 6 9 8 11 16 7 8 6 6 0 0 0 9 7 0 6 11 0 6 0 18 0 6 17 163 69% D+

Smith, Laura 6 6 9 0 11 16 7 0 6 6 15 7 13 0 7 8 6 11 14 6 8 18 9 6 0 195 82% B-

Temple, Russ 6 6 9 8 11 16 7 8 6 6 0 7 13 9 7 8 6 11 14 6 0 18 9 6 0 197 83% B

Tezak, Tony 6 6 0 8 11 16 7 8 6 6 0 7 13 9 7 8 6 11 0 6 0 18 9 6 17 191 81% B-

Trebas, Jeremy 6 6 0 8 11 16 7 8 6 6 0 7 0 9 0 0 6 11 0 6 0 18 0 6 17 154 65% D

Usher, Barry 6 6 0 8 11 16 7 8 6 6 0 7 0 9 7 0 6 11 0 6 0 18 9 6 17 -15 155 65% D

Vance, Shelley 6 6 9 8 11 16 7 8 6 6 0 7 13 9 7 8 6 11 0 6 8 18 9 6 0 191 81% B-

Vinton, Sue 6 6 0 8 11 16 7 8 Ex 6 0 7 0 9 7 8 6 Ex 0 6 0 18 0 6 17 147 67% D+

Webber, Susan 6 6 9 0 Ex 0 7 0 6 0 15 7 13 0 7 8 6 11 14 6 8 0 9 6 0 144 64% D

Windy Boy, John 6 6 9 0 11 0 7 0 6 0 15 7 13 0 7 8 6 0 14 6 8 18 9 6 0 162 68% D+

Yakawich, Mike 6 6 9 8 11 16 7 8 6 6 0 7 13 9 7 8 6 11 0 6 0 0 9 6 17 182 77% C+

Zolnikov, Daniel 6 6 0 8 11 16 7 8 6 6 0 7 13 0 7 8 6 11 0 6 0 0 0 6 17 155 65% D



“Our Position” Key:  
S - Support
O - Oppose

Montana House Voting Score Card
Bill HB 

80
HB 
119

HB 
130

HB 
155

HB 
197

HB 
354

HB 
356

HB 
357

HB 
411

HB 
504

HB 
522

HB 
648

HB 
676

HB 
704

HB 
767

HB 
775

HB 
860

HB 
886

HJ 
52

SB 
80

SB 
167

SB 
320

SB 
441

SB 
542 Sponsor 

Pts
Total 
Pts Score Final 

Grade
Our Position S S S O S S S S S S S S O O S S S S S S S S S O

Possible Points 6 9 6 9 9 13 16 7 9 6 14 6 14 19 6 11 8 14 7 6 12 6 6 19 238

Representative

Albus, Eric 6 9 6 9 9 13 16 7 9 6 14 6 0 0 6 11 8 0 7 6 12 6 6 0 172 72% C-

Barker, Brad 6 Ex 6 9 9 13 16 7 9 6 14 6 0 19 6 11 8 0 7 6 12 6 6 0 182 79% C+

Baum, Denise 6 0 6 Ex 0 Ex 16 7 0 6 0 6 14 19 6 11 0 14 7 6 12 6 6 0 148 69% D+

Bedey, David 6 9 6 9 9 13 16 7 9 6 14 6 0 0 6 11 8 14 7 6 12 6 6 0 186 78% C+

Bennet, Lyn 6 9 6 0 9 13 16 7 9 6 14 6 0 0 6 11 8 0 7 6 12 6 6 0 163 68% D+

Bertoglio, Marta 6 9 6 0 9 13 16 7 9 6 14 6 0 0 6 11 8 14 7 6 12 6 6 0 177 74% C

Brewster, Larry 6 9 6 9 9 13 16 7 9 6 14 6 0 0 6 11 8 0 7 6 Ab 6 6 19 179 79% C+

Buttrey, Ed 6 9 6 0 9 0 16 7 9 6 14 6 0 19 6 11 8 0 7 6 12 6 6 0 169 71% C-

Byrne, Ed 6 9 6 0 9 0 16 0 9 6 14 6 0 19 6 11 8 0 0 6 0 6 6 19 162 68% D+

Caferro, Mary 6 0 0 0 0 13 0 7 9 6 0 6 14 19 6 11 8 0 7 6 0 6 6 19 149 63% D

Carter, Bob 6 0 6 0 0 13 16 7 0 6 0 6 14 19 6 11 8 14 7 6 12 6 6 0 169 71% C-

Close, Brian 6 0 6 0 9 13 16 7 0 6 0 6 0 19 6 11 0 14 7 6 Ab 6 6 0 144 64% D

Cochran, Curtis 6 9 6 0 9 0 16 7 9 6 14 6 0 0 6 11 8 0 7 6 12 6 6 0 150 63% D

Cohenour, Jill 6 0 6 0 0 13 16 7 0 6 0 6 14 19 6 11 0 14 7 6 12 6 6 0 10 171 72% C-

Crowe, Thedis 6 0 6 0 9 13 16 7 0 6 0 6 14 19 6 11 0 14 7 6 12 6 6 0 170 71% C-

Cunnigham, Melody 6 0 6 0 Ex 13 16 7 0 6 0 6 14 19 6 11 8 14 7 6 12 6 6 0 169 74% C

Darling, Julie 6 0 6 0 9 13 16 7 0 6 14 6 0 19 6 11 8 14 7 6 12 6 6 0 5 183 77% C+

DeMarois, Scott 6 0 6 0 0 13 16 7 0 6 0 6 14 19 6 11 8 14 7 6 12 6 6 19 188 79% C+

Deming, Lee 6 9 6 9 9 0 16 7 9 6 0 6 14 0 6 11 8 0 7 6 12 6 6 19 178 75% C

Duram, Neil 6 9 6 0 9 0 16 7 9 6 14 6 0 0 6 11 8 0 7 6 12 6 6 0 150 63% D

Edwards, Becky 6 0 6 0 0 13 16 7 0 6 0 6 14 19 6 11 0 14 7 6 12 6 6 19 180 76% C

Elverum, Pete 6 0 6 0 0 13 16 7 0 6 0 6 14 19 6 11 8 14 7 6 12 6 6 0 169 71% C-

Essmann, Sherry 6 9 6 0 9 13 16 7 0 6 14 6 0 0 6 11 8 0 0 6 12 6 6 0 147 62% D-

Etchart, Jodee 6 9 6 Ab 9 0 16 7 9 6 14 6 0 0 6 11 8 0 7 6 12 6 6 0 150 66% D

Falk, Terry 6 9 6 0 9 0 16 0 9 6 14 6 0 0 6 11 8 0 0 6 12 6 6 19 155 65% D
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Fielder, Paul 6 9 6 0 9 0 16 7 9 6 14 6 0 0 6 11 8 0 0 6 12 6 6 0 143 60% D-

Fitzpatrick, Chip 6 0 6 0 0 13 16 7 0 Ex 0 6 Ex 19 6 11 8 14 7 6 12 6 6 19 168 77% C+

Fitzpatrick, John 6 9 6 9 9 13 16 7 9 6 14 6 0 19 6 11 8 14 7 6 12 0 6 0 199 84% B

Fitzpatrick, Steve 6 9 6 9 9 0 16 7 9 6 14 6 0 0 6 11 8 0 7 6 12 6 6 0 159 67% D+

Fox, Mike 6 0 6 0 0 13 0 7 0 6 0 6 14 19 6 11 8 14 7 6 12 6 6 0 153 64% D

France, Tom 6 0 6 0 0 13 16 7 0 6 0 6 14 19 6 11 Ab 14 7 6 12 6 6 0 161 70% C-

Fyant, Shelly 6 0 6 0 0 13 0 7 0 6 0 6 14 19 6 11 0 14 7 6 12 6 6 0 145 61% D-

Gillette, Jane 6 9 6 9 9 0 16 0 9 6 14 6 14 19 6 11 8 0 7 6 12 6 6 19 5 209 88% B+

Gist, Steve 6 9 6 0 9 13 16 7 9 6 14 6 0 0 6 11 8 0 7 6 Ex 6 6 0 151 67% D+

Gregg, Randyn 6 9 6 9 9 13 16 7 9 6 14 6 0 0 6 11 8 0 0 6 12 6 6 0 10 175 74% C

Griffith, Alanah 6 9 6 0 0 13 16 7 0 6 0 6 14 19 6 11 8 14 7 6 12 6 6 0 178 75% C

Hawk, Donavon 6 0 6 0 0 13 0 7 0 6 0 6 14 19 Ex 11 8 14 7 6 12 6 6 19 161 69% D+

Hinkle, Caleb 6 9 6 9 9 0 16 0 9 6 0 6 0 0 6 11 8 0 7 6 0 0 6 0 120 50% F

Hinkle, Jedediah 6 9 6 9 9 0 16 7 9 6 0 6 0 0 6 11 8 0 7 6 0 6 6 0 133 56% F

Howell, SJ 6 0 6 0 0 13 16 7 0 6 0 6 14 19 6 11 0 14 7 6 12 6 6 0 161 68% D+

Islay, Jamie 6 0 6 0 0 13 16 7 0 6 0 6 14 19 6 11 0 14 7 6 12 6 6 0 161 68% D+

Jones, Llew 6 9 6 0 9 13 16 7 9 6 14 6 0 19 6 11 8 0 7 6 12 6 6 0 5 187 79% C+

Joy, Denise 6 0 6 0 0 13 16 7 0 6 0 6 14 19 6 11 8 14 7 6 12 6 6 0 169 71% C-

Karlen, Jonathan 6 0 6 0 0 13 16 7 0 6 0 6 14 19 6 11 0 14 7 6 12 6 6 0 161 68% D+

Kelly, Steven 6 9 6 0 9 0 16 0 9 6 14 6 0 0 6 11 8 0 7 6 12 6 6 0 143 60% D-

Keogh, Connie 6 0 6 0 0 13 16 7 0 6 0 6 14 19 6 11 0 14 7 6 12 6 6 0 161 68% D+

Klakken, Shane 6 0 6 0 9 13 16 7 9 6 14 6 0 0 6 11 8 0 7 6 0 6 6 19 161 68% D+

Kmetz, Greg 6 9 6 0 9 0 16 0 9 6 14 6 14 0 6 11 8 14 0 6 12 6 6 19 183 77% C+

Kortum, Kelly 6 0 6 0 0 13 16 7 0 6 0 6 14 19 6 11 0 14 7 6 12 6 6 19 180 76% C

Lee, Marc 6 0 6 0 0 13 16 7 0 6 0 6 14 19 6 11 8 14 7 6 12 6 6 19 188 79% C+
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Ler, Brandon 6 9 6 9 9 0 16 7 9 6 14 6 0 0 6 11 8 0 0 6 12 6 6 0 0 152 64% D

Love, Kathy 6 0 6 9 9 0 16 0 9 6 14 6 0 0 6 11 8 0 0 6 0 6 6 19 143 60% D-

Lynch, Jennifer 6 0 6 0 Ex 13 16 7 0 6 0 6 14 19 6 11 0 14 7 6 12 6 6 19 180 79% C+

Maness, Shannon 6 9 6 9 9 0 16 7 9 6 0 6 0 0 6 11 8 0 7 6 0 6 6 0 133 56% F

Marler, Marilyn 6 0 6 0 0 13 16 7 0 6 0 6 14 19 6 11 Ex 14 7 6 12 6 6 0 161 68% D+

Marshall, Ron* 6 9 6 9 N/A 0 16 0 N/A N/A Ab Ab N/A Ab N/A Ab N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A Ab N/A N/A 46 70% C-

Matthews, Eric 6 0 6 0 0 13 16 7 0 6 0 6 14 19 6 11 8 14 7 6 12 6 6 19 188 79% C+

Mercer, Bill 6 9 6 9 9 13 0 0 9 6 14 6 0 0 6 11 8 0 7 6 12 6 6 19 168 71% C-

Millett, Tom 6 9 6 0 9 0 16 7 9 6 0 6 0 0 6 11 8 0 7 6 0 6 6 0 124 52% F

Miner, Russ 6 9 6 0 9 13 16 7 9 6 14 6 14 19 6 11 8 14 7 6 12 6 6 0 210 88% B+

Mitchell, Braxton 6 9 6 9 9 0 16 7 9 6 14 6 0 0 6 11 8 0 0 6 12 6 6 0 152 64% D

Moore, Valerie 6 0 6 0 9 13 16 7 9 6 14 6 14 0 6 11 8 0 7 6 12 6 6 0 168 71% C-

Muszkiewicz, Luke 6 0 6 0 0 13 16 7 0 6 0 6 14 19 6 11 0 14 7 6 12 6 6 0 161 68% D+

Nave, Fiona 6 9 6 0 9 0 16 7 9 6 14 6 0 0 6 11 Ab 0 0 6 0 6 6 19 142 62% D-

Nelson, Terry* N/A N/A N/A N/A 9 N/A N/A N/A 9 6 N/A N/A 0 N/A 6 N/A 8 0 7 6 0 N/A 6 0 65 56% F

Nicastro, Anthony 6 9 6 9 9 0 16 7 9 6 14 6 0 0 6 11 8 0 0 6 12 6 6 19 5 176 74% C

Nicol, Nelly 6 9 6 0 9 0 16 0 9 6 14 6 0 0 6 11 8 0 7 6 0 6 6 19 150 63% D

Nikolakakos, George 6 9 6 0 9 13 16 7 9 6 14 6 0 0 6 11 8 14 7 6 12 6 6 0 177 74% C

Nikolakakos, Melissa 6 9 6 9 9 13 16 7 9 6 14 6 0 19 6 11 8 14 7 6 12 6 6 0 205 86% B

Oblander, Greg 6 9 6 0 9 13 16 7 9 6 14 6 0 0 6 11 8 0 7 6 12 6 Ab 0 157 68% D+

Overstreet, Greg 6 9 6 9 9 0 16 7 9 6 14 6 0 0 6 11 8 0 7 6 12 6 6 0 159 67% D+

Parry, Gary 6 9 6 9 9 13 16 7 9 6 14 0 19 6 11 8 0 7 6 12 6 6 0 185 78% C+

Powers, Debo 6 0 6 0 0 13 16 7 0 6 0 0 14 19 6 11 8 14 7 6 12 6 6 0 163 68% D+

Reavis, James 6 0 6 0 0 13 16 7 0 6 0 6 14 19 6 11 8 14 7 6 12 6 6 0 169 71% C-

Regier, Amy 6 9 6 0 9 0 16 0 9 6 14 6 0 0 6 11 8 0 7 6 12 6 6 19 162 68% D+
*Representative Ron Marshall vacated his seat and was replaced by Representative Terry Nelson half way through the session, therefore some votes were not taken by both representatives and are represented by N/A.
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Reksten, Linda 6 0 6 0 9 13 16 7 9 6 14 6 0 0 6 11 8 0 7 6 12 6 6 0 154 65% D

Romano, Melissa 6 0 6 0 0 13 16 7 0 6 0 6 14 19 6 11 0 14 7 6 12 6 6 0 161 68% D+

Rosenzweig, Scott 6 0 6 0 0 13 16 7 0 6 0 6 14 19 6 11 0 14 7 6 12 6 6 0 161 68% D+

Running Wolf, Tyson 6 0 6 0 0 Ab 0 7 Ex Ex 0 6 14 19 6 11 8 14 7 6 12 6 6 19 153 73% C

Schillinger, Jerry 6 9 6 9 9 13 16 0 9 6 14 6 0 0 6 11 8 0 0 6 12 6 6 0 10 168 71% C-
Schomer, Curtis 6 9 6 9 9 0 16 7 9 6 14 6 0 0 6 11 8 0 7 6 12 6 6 0 159 67% D+

Schubert, Lukas 6 9 6 0 9 0 16 7 9 6 0 6 0 0 6 11 0 0 7 6 0 6 6 0 116 49% F

Seckinger, Josh 6 0 6 0 0 13 16 7 0 6 0 6 14 19 6 11 8 14 7 6 12 6 6 0 169 71% C-

Seekins-Crowe, Kerri 6 9 6 0 9 0 16 7 9 6 14 6 0 0 6 11 8 0 7 6 12 6 6 0 150 63% D

Sharp, Tracey 6 9 6 0 9 0 16 7 9 6 0 6 0 19 6 11 8 0 0 6 12 6 6 0 148 62% D-

Smith, Frank 6 0 6 0 0 13 16 7 0 6 0 6 14 19 6 11 0 14 7 6 12 6 0 19 174 73% C

Sooktis, Jade 6 0 6 0 0 13 16 7 0 Ex 0 6 14 19 Ab 11 8 14 7 6 12 6 6 0 157 69% D+

Sprunger, Courtenay 6 9 6 9 9 13 16 7 9 6 14 6 0 0 6 11 8 0 0 6 12 6 6 0 165 69% D+

Stafman, Ed 6 0 6 0 0 13 16 7 0 6 0 6 14 19 6 11 0 14 7 6 12 6 6 19 180 76% C

Strand, Peter 6 0 6 0 0 13 16 7 0 6 0 6 14 19 6 11 0 14 7 6 12 6 6 0 161 68% D+

Sullivan, Katie 6 0 6 0 0 13 16 7 0 6 0 6 14 19 6 11 8 14 7 6 12 6 6 19 188 79% C+

Thane, Mark 6 0 6 0 0 13 16 7 0 6 0 6 14 19 6 11 0 14 7 6 12 6 6 0 -5 156 66% D

Thiel, Morgan 6 9 6 9 9 13 16 7 9 6 14 6 0 0 6 11 8 0 7 6 12 6 6 0 172 72% C-

Tilleman, Eric 6 9 6 9 9 13 16 7 9 6 14 6 14 19 6 11 8 14 7 6 12 6 6 0 30 249 105% A++

Tuss, Paul 6 0 6 0 0 13 16 7 0 6 0 6 14 19 6 11 8 0 7 6 Ab 6 6 0 143 63% D

Vinton, Mike 6 9 6 9 0 13 16 7 0 6 14 6 0 0 6 11 8 0 0 6 12 6 6 19 -15 151 63% D

Walsh, Ken 6 9 6 9 9 13 16 7 9 6 14 6 14 19 6 11 8 14 7 6 12 6 6 0 20 239 100% A+

Weber, Jane 6 0 6 0 0 13 16 7 0 6 0 0 14 19 6 11 0 14 7 6 12 6 6 0 155 65% D

Wirth, Zack 6 0 6 9 9 0 16 7 9 6 14 6 0 0 6 11 8 0 0 6 12 6 6 0 143 60% D-

Zephyr, Zooey 6 0 6 0 0 13 16 7 0 6 0 6 14 19 6 11 0 14 7 Ex 12 6 6 0 155 67% D+

Zolnikov, Katie 6 9 6 9 9 0 16 7 9 6 0 6 0 0 6 11 8 0 0 6 12 6 6 19 157 66% D
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